
Recognized in 2008 as a World Heritage Site, the Rideau Canal continues 
to be a first-class cruising destination. Linked with the Lower Ottawa 
River, these scenic channels, cutting through forests and rugged, breath-
taking terrain, make this region an enjoyable cruising destination for the 
whole family.

 
COMMENCE IN KINGSTON
There are two routes to the Cataraqui River and the Rideau Canal from the 
St. Lawrence River at Kingston. Larger cruisers, or sailboats with masts that 
don’t step, will wait for the Bascule bridge on the west end of the LaSalle 
Causeway. Signal your intentions with three long blasts and one short 
blast. Smaller boats can proceed under the overpass on the east end of the 
causeway.

Once past the causeway, there’s a full service marina on the west shore. 
This facility is the only one with a dry dock between Toronto and Montreal. 
Just ahead on the east shore is another full service marina. 

For safe passage, red and green buoys are located on the canal within 
metres of the causeway. It is not recommended to leave the navigation 
channel in the narrow and shallow stretches on the Rideau unless you know 
where you are going.

When you reach the Highway 401 overpass, the St. Lawrence lowlands 
give way to the Frontenac Axis of the Canadian Shield. Ahead you will find 
Kingston Mills, the first lock station on the Rideau. Interpretation centres 
are available to the public including the blockhouse overlooking the locks 
which is home to a military display, and the former Lock Master Anglin’s 
residence with information about the canal. Overnight docking is available 
both before and after you lock through and the grounds are expansive. 
Camping is permitted and washrooms are available. 

Heritage 
canals and 
rivers offer a 
step back in 
time that’s 
refreshingly 
relevant.
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The journey north continues through Colonel By Lake and the River Styx, 
both “drowned lands” formed on this slack-water canal. Along the lower 
Rideau route, charts will indicate lakes that lead off the main canal route and 
they can be explored as long as you pay close attention for hazards. Seeley’s 
Bay, a small community just off the main route, has modern docks for a 
quiet overnight stay. Morton Bay, south of Jones Falls off Whitefish Lake, is 
accessed through a narrow, rocky cut that opens to a secluded anchorage.

The series of four locks at Jones Falls are the deepest original locks on 
the canal. There’s also a horseshoe dam, which was the largest of its kind 
when it was constructed. It continues to attract historians and engineers. 
Interpretation centres provide a sense of what it was like to carve the canal 
out of the rugged wilderness. There’s a blacksmith shop and a Lock Master’s 
house where you can read about Lock Master Sweeney.

Cruising north from Jones Falls to Chaffey’s Locks leads through one 
of the finest passageways in the region. You’ll pass through Davis Lock, a 
popular weekend destination. Opinicon Lake is home to another marina 
and is accessed through a privately marked channel just before you get to 
the lock. Chaffey’s Locks is a popular fishing and cruising destination and 
just above the lock you will find a full service marina with fuel. North of 
Chaffey’s is a series of lakes that takes you to Newboro which is the summit 
of the system – which means the buoys switch sides – and the location of 
one of three electric locks on the Rideau Canal.

From Newboro, you will be on Upper Rideau Lake. Off the main channel 
to port is Westport, a quaint village with services and shopping. Following 
the main channel will take you through Narrows Lock to Big Rideau Lake 
where you can visit Portland, another village with full service marinas, 
specialty shops, and restaurants. Or you can visit Colonel By Island in the 
middle of the lake, with its scenic nature trail and picnic facilities.

Where the Big Rideau Lake becomes Lower Rideau Lake you will find 
Rideau Ferry with marinas and services. Just past Rideau Ferry, a turn to port 
will take you up the Tay Canal to Perth. Large boats must dock at Last Duel 
Park in Perth while small boats can dock at the downtown basin. 

Following Lower Rideau Lake takes you through a winding passage 
and more locks to Smiths Falls – home to the Rideau Canal headquarters. 
Docking space is offered at the basin, and the Combined Lock Station is a 
modern electric lock with the largest lift on the Rideau.

Here, the canal lies in the Ottawa Valley lowlands and the next major 
community, is Merrickville, an historic village turned into a modern tourist 
destination. There is a full service marina below the locks.

After a scenic meander through several more locks you will reach Burritt’s 
Rapids Lock, a popular weekend destination that features the Tip to Tip 
Trail. From Burritt’s Rapids to Long Island Locks is a long reach that offers 
21 miles of uninterrupted cruising. There are several full service marinas on 
the long reach - one just past Kemptville and three near Manotick. You’ll 
pass through a stretch commonly referred to as Millionaire’s Row before 
reaching Long Island.

Cruising through the city of Ottawa leads boaters to the shadow of the 
Parliament Buildings and the flight of eight locks that drop the Rideau Canal 
into the Ottawa River. In Dow’s Lake, just past Hartwell’s Lock, is a transient 
marina that offers a secure stay from which to explore the city of Ottawa.

Watch for the big red Adirondack chairs now situated along the Rideau 
Canal. They invite you to sit, enjoy the view and post photos and comments 
on social media.

Proceeding down the Ottawa River you will enjoy the voyage along what 
used to be the main fur trading route into Canada’s interior. With the prov-
ince of Ontario on your starboard and the province of Quebec to port, you’ll 
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pass many small communities with services along both shores. A cruising 
guide and up to date charts are recommended to help you determine water 
depth as some docks are meant for smaller boats.

Gatineau, Quebec, has a public wharf with a limiting depth of three feet but 
a local marina with deeper water is situated just downstream.

There is a public wharf near Masson, Quebec. For services, simply take the 
short taxi ride to Masson or Buckingham. Opposite, at Cumberland, Ontario, 
is another public wharf offering nine feet of water. Be aware of the ferry that 

travels between these two locations.
There is a small marina and docks at Rockland. Another public 
wharf is found in Thurso, and public docks are available in 

Wendover.
A real highlight in this area is the local public wharf 

as well as the luxurious Fairmont Chateau Montebello, 
which welcomes boaters with its popular and historic 
hotel featuring a swimming pool, tennis courts, horse-
back riding, restaurants, plus an 18-hole golf course.

Full marine services and excellent shopping are 
available downstream in Hawkesbury. 

At Chute-a-Blondeau is the popular guillotine-style 
Carillon Lock featuring a long approach dock exposed 

to the prevailing wind. The first Carillon Lock was built 
in 1854 and its remains can be seen at the bottom of the 

canal cut.
A boating excursion on either the Rideau Canal or the 

Ottawa River is a modern way to take a trip back in time 
and experience some living history you won’t soon forget.  

~ Mark King
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Much of the Rideau route features historical sites at the locks.  
For information about the Rideau visit www.rideau-info.com; 
http://rideaufriends.com; http://pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/on/ 
rideau/index 

There are many communities along the route that have events 
and activities too numerous to list so consult the local town or 
chamber of commerce websites below.

CLARENCE-ROCKLAND - http://en.clarence-rockland.com

HAWKESBURY - http://www.hawkesbury.ca/index.php/en

KEMPTVILLE - www.northgrenville.on.ca

MANOTICK - www.manotickvillage.com

MERRICKVILLE - www.realmerrickville.ca

OTTAWA - http://ottawa.ca/en/visitors

PERTH - http://www.perth.ca/en/index.aspx 

RIDEAU LAKES TOWNSHIP -  
www.twprideaulakes.on.ca

SEELEY’S BAY - www.lyndhurstseeleysbaychamber.com

SMITHS FALLS - www.smithsfalls.ca 

TOWNSHIP OF PRESCOTT-RUSSELL - www.tprt.ca/en/

WESTPORT - http://village.westport.on.ca
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Established in 1984

Marine assistance

Peace of Mind Boating

1-888-419-ctOW
1-888-419-2869 | 24 HOUrs  •  WWW.c-tOW.ca

Call or visit our website for details and our service areas

Free 
tOWing 
FOr MeMbers

sign Up
tOday!

tHe UltiMate 
bOaters  

Utility tOOl
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Rideau & Ottawa Rivers
G - Gas 
D - Diesel
P - Propane

R - Restaurant 
S - Snack Bar 
V - Variety 
B - Beer Store 

L - Liquor Store 
G - Grocery
I - Ice 
W - Water

M - Mobile
D - Dryland

Boating Ontario Dealere

 ARNPRIOR 
19 White Lake Marina (2008) Inc.  69 Lindsay Lane  White Lake  K0A 3L0 
 Andra & Pete Bettencourt  613-623-2568  45 32.53  76 48.64 
 www.whitelakemarina.ca  info@whitelakemarina.ca  h h h  G h RGS 5 50   10
 BATTERSEA 
33 Loughborough Lake Marina  2279 Loughborough View Road  Battersea  K0H 1H0 
 Harvey Webster  613-353-6205  44 438  76 387 
 www.themarina.on.ca  Harvey@LoughboroughInn.on.ca  h h h  G h RGSV 5 58  h 2
 CARLETON PLACE 
23 John’s Marina  3465 9 Line West  Carleton Place  K7C 3P2 
 John McLaughlin Jr.  613-253-2628 
   www.johnsmarina.com  sales@johnsmarina.com  h h   G h  6    2
 CLOYNE 
44 Smart’s Marina Ltd.  1018 Smart Road, Mazinaw Lake  Cloyne  K0H 1K0 
 Pauline Smart  613-336-2222  44.856277  77.180251 
 www.smartsmarina.com  smartsmarina@gmail.com     h G h GV 6 80   
 DUNROBIN 
28 Port of Call Marina of Ottawa Ltd.  P.O. Box 149, 213 Vances Side Road  
 Dunrobin  K0A 1T0   Mark Baskin   613-832-1414  45.476678  75.994299 
 www.portofcall.ca  info@portofcall.ca   h  h G h  4 75 h  4
 EGANVILLE 
3 Pride Marine Group  - George’s Eganville  Box 250  Eganville  K0J 1T0 
 Jeff Wilcox  613-628-2424  45 33.33  77 06.73 
 www.gmas.ca  Sales@gmas.ca  h h h      D   10
 ELGIN 
4 Brown’s Marina Ltd.  1641 Chaffey’s Lock Road  Elgin  K0G 1E0 
 David Brown  613-359-5466  44 58 13  76 31 76 
 www.brownsmarina.com  dave@brownsmarina.com  h h h h GP h RBGLSV 6 16 h h 12
5 Sand Lake Marine  222 Hughs Road  Elgin  K0G 1E0
 David Glover  613-359-5612 
   www.sandlakemarine.com  sandlakemarine@rbsinternet.com   h   G   5 75   20
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SG - Gas 
D - Diesel
P - Propane

R - Restaurant 
S - Snack Bar 
V - Variety 
B - Beer Store 

L - Liquor Store 
G - Grocery
I - Ice 
W - Water

M - Mobile
D - Dryland

Boating Ontario Dealere

Rideau & Ottawa Rivers

 HAWKESBURY 
6 Golden Anchor Marina Inc.  975 Main Street East  Hawkesbury  K6A 1B5 
 Christian Fortin  613-632-7832  45 36.50  74 35.25 
 www.goldenanchormarina.on.ca  info@goldenanchormarina.on.ca  h h  h GD h RBGLSV 8 99 h h 25
 KEMPTVILLE 
7 Pirate Cove Marina Inc.  R.R. #1, 4340 Rideau River Rd  Kemptville  K0G 1J0 
 Wendy Ramsey  613-258-2325  45.0683  75 6328 
 www.piratecovemarina.com  info@piratecovemarina.com  h h  h GD h S 5 95 h h 40
 MANOTICK 
10 Manotick Marina Inc.  6053 Rideau Valley Drive North  Manotick  K4M 1B3 
 Keeley Duhamel  613-692-4083 
   www.manotickmarina.com  manotick.marina@gmail.com   h   G h SV 5 75 h h 15
 ORLEANS 
42 Orleans Boat World & Sports  701 Taylor Creek Drive  Orleans  K1C 1T1 
 Marc Savage  613-830-7576 
   www.orleansboatworld.com  marc@orleansboatworld.com  h h       D   
 OTTAWA 
12 Dows Lake Pavilion  1001 Queen Elizabeth Drive  Ottawa  K1S 5K7
 Kyle Simourd  613-232-1001  45.25  75 42 
 www.dowslake.com  marina@dowslake.com    h h GD h RGV 5 50 h h 
9 Long Island Marina 2016  Box 41, 1424 Commodore Lane  Kars  K0A 2E0 
 Kevin Robinson  613-489-2747  45 09.49  79 38.25 
 www.longislandmarina.ca  info@longislandmarina.ca   h  h  h GSV 10 75 h  15
22 L’Orignal Marina  Box 40, 36 Mill Street  Vankleek Hill  K0B 1R0 
 Lisa Burroughs  613-678-3601  45 37.27  74 41.32 
 www.champlain.ca  lisa.burroughs@champlain.ca      G h  12 47 h h 
31 Nepean Sailing Club  3259 Carling Avenue, Dick Bell Park  Ottawa  K2H 1A6 
 Gene Bruce  613-829-6462 
   www.nsc.ca  gbruce@nsc.ca       h RSV 5 500 h  5
39 Oziles’ Marina and Tackle Shop  1009 Trim Road  Ottawa  K4A 3P4 
 Eric Theriault  613-841-0778  45.28  75 31 
 www.oziles.com  info@oziles.com   h h h GD h SV 5 125 h h 
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OTTAWA
8 Hurst Marina Ltd.  2726 River Road  Manotick  K4M 1B4 
 Barb Gour  613-692-1234  45 09.813  75 37.880 
 www.hurstmarina.com  bgour@hurstmarina.com  h h  h GD  SR 6 120 h h 40
 PORTLAND 
14 Bayview Yacht Harbour Ltd.  2785 Highway #15, Box 158  Portland  K0G 1V0 
 Michael Kelly  613-272-2787 
   www.bayviewyachtharbour.com  michael@bayviewyachtharbour.com  h h h h G h RBGLSV 7 132 h h 15
15 Len’s Cove Marina Ltd.  1 Water Street, P.O. Box 220  Portland  K0G 1V0 
 Sean Horsfall  613-272-2581  44 41.57  76 11.41 
 www.lenscove.com  mail@lenscove.com  h h h h GDP h RBGLSV 7 192 h h 25
 RIDEAU FERRY 
16 Rideau Ferry Harbour  110 Coutts Bay Road  Rideau Ferry  K0G 1W0 
 John McLaughlin  613-264-2628  44 50.8N  76.087W 
 www.rideauferryharbour.com  info@rideauferryharbour.com   h  h GDP h RBLSV 8 150 h h 24
 SHARBOT LAKE 
18 Sharbot Lake Marina  1008 Cannon Road P.O. Box 341  Sharbot Lake  K0H 2P0 
 Dawn Gillam  613-279-2952 
   www.slmarina.ca  slmarina9915@gmail.com  h h   G h RGS 5 32   

Rideau & Ottawa Rivers
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